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When I was a boy, my dad was in the Air Force, and we moved regularly, so I
went to schools with children of other servicemen and women. Because the U.S. military
was one of the first institutions to integrate, that is have people from all races working
together, the schools we went to also were integrated. As a child, my classmates were
Black, Asian, Hispanic, and White. As classmates we could see that we were equals, and
on the playground friends and friendly competitors.

As an adult my upbringing has helped me be successful in a range of
environments, from teaching in Japan, to working with a large Hispanic population in
Redwood City, to summer schools in the Twin Rivers District, to teaching the children of Ukrainian
and Russian immigrants at COA Middle School. I am most comfortable in environments where there is
diversity of people and ideas, and America’s motto is “E Pluribus Unum.” (From Many, One). Moving
seamlessly in places where many cultures are present gives our children an increased opportunity for success

and to enjoy a variety of positive and enriching experiences.

What I would hope for your children is that they share the benefits and advantages conferred to me by
knowing, respecting, and caring for people from all walks of life. And a great way for that to happen is for
them to be at a school that is diverse, that will allow them to learn, as I did, that we are all equals, yet unique
contributions to the dialogue that is life. Our staff now contains many interesting perspectives: Ms Seng hails
from Laos, whose journey To the United States was remarkable and difficult. Mrs. Carder went to school here
in North Highlands, and yet has taught children all over the world in the same Department of Defense schools
that I attended, to mention just two.

Our school is situated in a richly diverse neighborhood. Many of our students enjoy (surreptitiously at
times) the various candy treats at the carniceria (meat market) right behind the school. I can tell you that they
make some mouth-watering tacos there as well. We are looking forward to including children from more
diverse backgrounds in our school to extend the benefits of a quality education to our neighbors, as well as
offering classes in Spanish to broaden the perspectives of the students already attending COA Middle School.

As students come to know more people of different backgrounds, I hope they will discover, as I did the
joys of friendships that extend into many worlds, the thrill of communicating with others in an even greater
variety of languages, and the simple pleasures of sharing foods from many other cultures. We are all explorers
by nature, and we are all met here as a product of those explorations. We have obligation to share those
discoveries with our children, so that they may make the most their futures.

Paul Donahue
8th Grade ELA Teacher
COA Middle School
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Korga s Obim peGeHKOM, MOI OTel CIy)KMJ B aBHALIMOHHBIX BOWCKaX, WU MBI 4acTo
MEPEE3XKAJIN, IIOITOMY A XOAWUJI B PA3HBIC IKOJIBI C APYTUMU ACTbMU, YbU POAUTEIN CIYXXUIU B
apmun. Boennbie cwibl CIIIA ObplIM OMHOW W3 TEPBBIX OpPTaHU3ANWM, MOJKIIOYUBIIMXCSA K
NpOIECCY HMHTErpaldd, TO €CTh NPUHUMABIIMX Ha CIOyxO0y JIoJed  pa3IudyHOro
IMPOUCXOXKIACHHA, WU BO BCEX IIKOJax JIA I[CTCﬁ BOCHHBIX TaKX€ YYWIHNCH MOCTU Pa3HbIX
HAIIMOHAJBHOCTEW M M3 Pa3HbIX STHHYEeCKHX rpynm. Cpenu MOMX OJHOKJIACCHUKOB ObUIN
adpoaMepHKaHIlbl, a3uaThl, JIATHHOAMEpHUKAHIBI M Oesible AeTd. Mbl Bce omrymanu ceds

PaBHBIMH B KJ1acce, IPYKWIH MEXIY CO00H, 00IIanich U UTrpaiy APYT ¢ APYTrOM Ha PaBHBIX.

ATMmocdepa, B KOTOpOH s BBIPOC, IIOMOIJIa MHE BIIOCJIEACTBUHU YCIEIIHO PaboTaTh B pa3HBIX MecTax U
YCIIOBHSX - TIpeNoAaBath B SmoHun, pabotaTh ¢ OONBIIMMY TpynnamMu JaTuHoameprkanueB Redwood City, Bectu
3aHATHSL B JIETHEH IuKosie aucTpukra Twin Rivers M 3aHMMaTbcs aHIIMHCKHUM SI3bIKOM C JIETbMH U3 ceMei
MMMHTPAHTOB, BKJIIOYas BBIXOIIEB W3 YKpauHbl u Poccum, B cpenneit mkone COA. S Bcerma yyBcTByIO ceOst
Hanbonee koMpOpTHO B aTMocdepe pazHooOpasus moxeld u Mmbicieid. Jlesuzom CIIA sBrisercst BolpakeHue £
Pluribus Unum “enuHcTBO B MHOrooOpasun”. PazHooOpa3ue oKpy>keHHsl, B KOTOPOM pacTyT U ydaTcsl HAIIM JIETH,
MO3BOJIMT UM CTaTh 00Jiee YCIIEITHBIMU B3POCIBIMU M OTKPOET Iepel HUMU OO0JIbIIIe BO3MOKHOCTEH B Oy TyIIIEM.

Sl Hajeroch, YTO HAIIM YYEHUKH CMOTYT BOCIOJIB30BaThCS B JKU3HU TEMU HPEUMYIIECTBAaMM, KOTOpbIE
MOJKHO TIOJIy4UTh Oylarogapsi OOIICHHIO C Pa3HBIMU JIIOJbMH M YMEHHUIO LIEHHUTh U YBaKaTh OKPY)KAIOUINX B
HE3aBHCUMOCTH OT MX MPOHCXOKICHHsI. BO3MOXHOCTBH Takoro o0iieHus npeaocTanisiercs B cpenneit mkone COA,
rae oOydaroTcsi camble pas3Hble JETH, YTO KaKk B MOEM Ciydae, MO3BOJSET BCEM OUIYINATh ceOs paBHBIMHU, U
OJTHOBPEMEHHO YHUKAJIbHBIMHU YYaCTHHUKAaMH JHajiora, KOTOpPbIM Ha3bplBaeTcs XU3Hb. Cpenu yuurened Haueu
HIKOJIBI €CTh JIFOJIU PAa3HOTO MPOUCXOXKIeHHs: ceMbsi Mucc CeHr npuexana u3 Jlaoca, u ux myts B CILIA ObL1 O4eHb
TpyaubeiM; muccuc Kapnep 3akonumna mkony 37aeck B North Highlands u mocne storo paboTtana B HECKOIBKUX
HIKOJIaX MMUHUCTEPCTBA OOOPOHBI, B IBYX U3 KOTOPBIX YUWIICS U 51 B CBOE BpeMsl.

Cpennss mkona COA HaxoAuTCs B paiioHe, TIIE )KUBYT CaMble pa3HbIe JII0IU. MHOTHE U3 HAIIUX YYaIIUXCS
C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM IOKYNAIOT CIAJOCTH B carniceria (JaTUHO-aMEpUKAHCKasi MSCHAsl JIaBKa) PAIOM CO ILIKOJIOM.
Tam ke mpoJaroTcs OYeHb BKYCHBIE facos. MBI MpoJoIDKaeM IMpHIriiamarh K o0y4eHHI0 B HaIIeH IIKOJe JeTei
Pa3IUYHOTO NMPOUCXOXKACHUS U IIpeylaraeM Hally MOMyJIspHYIO IporpaMmy oOy4deHHUs! BCEM CEMbsIM B paiioHe, I1ie
HAXOJIMUTCS Halla mKoja. B GnmkaiineM OyayiieM Mbl TaKKe IUTAHUPYEM BKIIFOYHMTH B HAIy Y4€OHYIO IPOTpaMMy
MCTIAHCKHUH SI3BIK, YTO MO3BOJIMT yJAIMMCS Halllei IKOJIbI PACIIMPUTh PAMKHU MX KYJIbTYPHOIO 0Opa30BaHMA.

ITo mepe Toro kak HamM ydvampecs OyayT oOmaThCsi C OOJBIIMM KOJUYECTBOM JIFOJEH pPa3HOTo
MIPOMCXOXKICHUS, sI HAJICIOCh, OHU OTKPOIOT JJIsi ce0sl BCE PaloCTH APYKECKUX OTHOIICHUH, COSIMHSIONINX JTI0IEH
Pa3HBIX TPYII, YIOBOJIBCTBHE OOIIEHUS HA MHOTHUX SI3BIKAX, a TAKXKe HAy4aTCs MOJIy4aTh YAOBOJIBCTBHE OT CAMBIX
NPOCTHIX Belled, HapuMep, MonpoOoBaTh 001 Pa3HBIX HAIIMOHAIBHBIX KyXOHb. MBI Bce SIBISEMCS 1O CBOEH
NPUPOJE OTKPBIBATENSIMH U UCCIIEOBATENISIMU, U MBI BCE BCTPETHIINCH 3/I€Ch B 3TOW CTpaHE B pe3yJbTaTe HAIINX
’KU3HEHHBIX MOUCKOB. MBI 0043aTeNbHO JOIKHBI HOAEIUTHCS Pe3yIbTaTaMU HAIMX MTOMCKOB C HAIIMMU JICTbMH,
9TOOBI AaTh UM BO3MOKHOCTB MTOCTPOUTH IS ce0st camoe JTydiee OyayIiee.

Paul Donahue
YUHUTEIh aHTJIMHCKOTO SI3bIKa 8 KIIACCOB
cpeansis mkona COA
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Important upcoming dates and events
BaxHbie cOObITHSI 1 MEPONIPUATHS
‘ 3/1-4 Regular school week, Student Led Conferences canceled, NO
: \'“\ \IK’ minimum days
Xm b\c 3/2  6th grade families Hybrid Learning orientation, 8:45-10:00,
R M/T group

3/4  6th grade families Hybrid Learning orientation, 8:45-10:00,
W/Th group

3/8 International Women’s Day pick up, COA MS office

3/9  Combined COA School Site Council and English Learners Advisory
Committee meeting, 5-7pm, hybrid: COA MS Library and on Zoom

3/10 Virtual Coffee with the Principal @ 11am, hybrid: COA MS Library
and on Zoom

3/15 End of Third Quarter

3/18 School&Family Radio Show at Ethno.fm @ 8:00-8:30am
(listen on 87.7FM or online at ethno.fm)

3/29-4/5 Spring Break

“Integrity” “Cultural Understanding”™
Character trait for Character trait for
the month of March the month of February
“LenoctHocTb” “lNoHnmaHue KynbTypHbIX Tpaguuun”

yepTa xapakTepa, KOTopyto Mbl Oyaem obcyxaaTb yepTa XxapakTepa, KOTOpYyt Mbl 0OCyXOaem B
B MapTe deBpane

Distance Learning updates:
bit.ly/COAMS_Families
www.coamiddle.org
Instagram: COA_MS
Twitter: COA_middle
Facebook: @CommunityOutreachAcademyMiddle
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